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EDUCATION

2003 Ph.D. Sociology, North Carolina State University

1995 M.S. Applied Sociology, Clemson University

1992 B.A. Sociology, Clemson University

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

2021- Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, Mississippi State University

2015-21  Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, Mississippi State University

2013-15 Assistant Professor, College of Criminology & Criminal Justice,
Florida State University

2005-13  Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, University at Albany, SUNY
2003-05 National Science Foundation Postdoctoral Research Fellow
AFFILIATIONS

2015-present Affiliate Faculty, Gender Studies Program
Research Fellow, Social Science Research Center (SSRC)

2015-present Faculty Fellow, Myrlie Evers-Williams Institute for the Elimination of
Health Disparities, University of Mississippi Medical Center

2003-present Member, Racial Democracy, Crime and Justice Network (RDCJN),
Rutgers University School of Criminal Justice

RESEARCH AND TEACHING INTERESTS
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Race and Crime Incarceration and Social Control Gender and Crime
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PEER REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS (*INDICATES STUDENT AUTHOR)

Thompson, Diego, Kecia R. Johnson, Kenya Cistrunk, Ashley Vancil-Leap, Thomas Nyatta,
Leslie Hossfeld and Gina Rico Mendez. 2020. “Assemblage, Food Justice, and
Intersectionality in Rural Mississippi: The Oktibbeha Food Policy Council,”
Sociological Spectrum, 40 (6):381-99 DOI: https://10.1080/02732173.2020.1801541.

Peguero, Anthony, Lisa Yost, Melissa Ripepi and Kecia R. Johnson. 2019. “Weapons at
School: Examining the Significance of Place.” Journal of School Violence. Published
online 19 December 2019. https://doi.org/10.1080/15388220.2019.1703719

Cistrunk, Kenya M., Brittney Oliver, Laura Jean Kerr*, Maria Trinh*, Caroline Kobia, Leslie
Hossfeld, Kecia R. Johnson and Claudette Jones. 2019. “Program Management Practices
for Faith-Based Food Pantries in Rural Communities.” Journal of Community
Engagement and Scholarship, 12(1):67-77.
https://digitalcommons.northgeorgia.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1337 &context=jces

Jackson, Dylan B., Mariana Chilton, Michael G. Vaughn and Kecia R. Johnson. 2019. "Adverse
Childhood Experiences and Household Food Insufficiency: Findings from the 2016
National Survey of Children’s Health." American Journal of Preventive Medicine,
57(5):667-74 DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.amepre.2019.06.004

Jackson, Dylan B., Kecia R. Johnson, and Michael G. Vaughn. 2019. “Household Food
Insufficiency and Children Witnessing Physical Violence in the Home: Do Family
Mental Illness and Substance Misuse Moderate the Association?”” Maternal and Child
Health Journal, 23 (7):961-70.
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10995-018-02725-w

Ralston, Margaret, Kecia R. Johnson, Leslie Hossfeld and Bettina M. Beech. 2019. "Examining
the Nexus of Obesity, Mental Health and Rural County Level Food Access: Testing the
Enduring Role of Persistent Poverty.” The Journal of Sociology & Social Welfare, 46 (2)
Atrticle 4.

Jackson, Dylan B., Kecia R. Johnson, Michael G. Vaughn and Marissa E. Hinton*. 2019. "The
Role of Neighborhoods in Household Food Insufficiency: Considering Interactions
between Physical Disorder, Low Social Capital, Violence, and Perceptions of Danger.”
Social Science & Medicine 221:58-67 https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2018.12.013.

Peguero, Anthony, Jun Sung Hong, Gabriel J. Merrin and Kecia R. Johnson. 2019. “School
Disorder and Dropping Out: The Intersection of Gender, Race, and Ethnicity.” Youth &
Society, 51 (2):193-218 https://doi.org/10.1177/0044118X16668059

Jackson, Dylan B., Jamie Newsome, Michael G. Vaughn, and Kecia R. Johnson. 2018.
“Considering the Role of Food Insecurity in Low Self-Control, Child Misconduct, and
Early Delinquency.” Journal of Criminal Justice, 56:127-39.
https://doi.org/10.1016/].jcrimjus.2017.07.002
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Horton, Hayward Derrick, Kecia R. Johnson, Melvin E. Thomas and Cedric Herring. 2018. “Do
Guys Just Want to Have Fun? Racial Differences in Cohabitation and Marriage among
Men. “Issues in Race & Society: An Interdisciplinary Global Journal, 6: 8-24.

Johnson, Kecia R., Kenya McKinley, Leslie Hossfeld, Brittney Oliver, Claudette Jones, Laura
Jean Kerr* and Maria Trinh.* 2018 ““God Always Provides”: Challenges and Barriers in
Food Assistance Delivery in Mississippi.” Community Development, 49 (1): 2-17.
https://doi.org/10.1080/15575330.2017.1379029

Jackson, Dylan B. and Kecia R. Johnson. 2017 “Does Breastfeeding Reduce Offspring Junk
Food Consumption during Childhood?” Examinations by Socio-economic Status and
Race/Ethnicity. “Public Health Nutrition, 20 (8):1441-51.
https://doi.org/10.1017/S1368980016003517

Johnson, Kecia R. and David C. May. 2016. “Rural/Urban Differences in Inmate Perceptions
of the Punitiveness of Prison: Does Having Children Make Prison More Punitive?”
Journal of Rural Social Sciences, 31 (2):35-61.

Johnson, Kecia R. and Karyn Loscocco. 2015. “Black Marriage through the Prism of Gender,
Race and Class.” Journal of Black Studies, 46 (2):142-71.
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0021934714562644

Johnson, Kecia R., Jeremy Pais and Scott J. South. 2012. “Minority Population
Concentration and Earnings: Causal Effect or Spurious Association?” Social Forces
91 (1):181-208. DOI: 10.1093/sf/s0s094.

Heimer, Karen, Kecia R. Johnson, Joseph B. Lang, Andres Rengifo, and Don Stemen.
2012. “Race and Women's Imprisonment: Poverty, African American Presence, and
Social Welfare.” Journal of Quantitative Criminology, 28 (2):219-44.
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10940-011-9144-8

King, Ryan D., Kecia R. Johnson and Kelly McGeever. 2010. “Demography of the Legal
Profession and Racial Disparities in Sentencing.” Law and Society Review, 44 (1):1-31.

Tomaskovic-Devey, Donald, Melvin Thomas and Kecia R. Johnson. 2005. “Race and the
Accumulation of Human Capital across the Career: A Theoretical Model and Fixed
Effects Application.” American Journal of Sociology, 111 (1):58-89.
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1086/431779
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MANUSCRIPTS IN PROGRESS

Kecia R. Johnson, Dustin Brown and Leslie Hossfeld. “Food Insecurity and All-Cause
Mortality Risk among U.S. Adults.” (Analysis in progress)

BOOK CHAPTERS

Johnson, Kecia R. and David C. May. 2018. “Desistance from Crime during Reintegration.”
Pp. 308-29 in Female Offenders and Reentry: Pathways and Barriers to Returning to
Society, edited by Lisa Carter and Catherine D. Marcum. New York: Routledge.

Johnson, Kecia R. and Jacqueline Johnson. 2012. “Racial Disadvantage and Incarceration:
Sources of Wage Inequality among African American, Latino and White Men.” Pp.
217-98 in Reinventing Race, Reinventing Racism, edited by John Betancur and
Cedric Herring. Boston: Brill Academic.

FUNDED GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS

Strategic Research Initiative (SRI). Mississippi State University College of Arts & Sciences.
Racial Differences in the Long-Term Impact of Parental Incarceration on Depression. PI:
Margaret Ralston and Co-PI: Kecia R. Johnson. ($9987). 2023

US. Department of Education. Mississippi State University- Shackouls Honors College and
the University Libraries. Delta Scholars Program. PI: Tommy Anderson and CO-PIs: John
Green, Kecia R. Johnson, and Eleanor Green. ($150,000). 2022-2024.

Office of Institutional Diversity and Inclusion (OIDI). Mississippi State University. Minority
Faculty Writing Circle Program. Writing Circle Leader: Kecia R. Johnson. ($150). 2019-
2020.

Office of Institutional Diversity and Inclusion (OIDI). Mississippi State University. Minority
Faculty Writing Circle Program. Writing Circle Leader: Kecia R. Johnson. ($250). 2018-
2019.

ORED Cross College Research Grant. Mississippi State University. “MEWI-MSU College
Health and Environmental Surveillance Survey (CHESS)”. Principal Investigator: Kecia R.

Johnson; Co-Principal Investigators: Laura Jean Kerr, Leslie Hossfeld, Bettina M. Beech and
David R. Buys. ($2000). 2016

ORED Cross College Research Grant. Mississippi State University. “Mississippi Food Insecurity
Project (MFIP).” Principal Investigator: Leslie Hossfeld; Co-Principal Investigators: Kecia R.
Johnson; Kenya McKinley and Brittney Oliver. ($2000). 2016- Renewal Award
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ORED Cross College Research Grant. Mississippi State University. “Mississippi Food
Insecurity Project (MFIP).” Principal Investigator: Leslie Hossfeld; Co-Principal Investigators:
Kecia R. Johnson; Kenya McKinley and Brittney Oliver. ($2000). 2015

Council on Research and Creativity, First Year Assistant Professor. Florida State
University. “Incarceration, Human Capital Acquisition and Racial Inequality in the
Labor Market.” Principal Investigator-Kecia R. Johnson ($20,000). May-August 2014.

Crime and Justice Summer Research Institute: Broadening Perspectives and Participation. The
Ohio State University, Criminal Justice Research Center, July 2008. Funded by the National
Science Foundation.

College of Arts and Sciences Research Development Program. University at Albany, State
University of New York. “Minorities, Labor Markets and Wages.” Principal Investigator: Kecia
R. Johnson ($2,787.50) June 2007- June 2008.

Department of Sociology Seed Grant Program. University at Albany, State University of New
York. “Minorities, Labor Markets and Wages.” Principal Investigator: Kecia R. Johnson
($1,500). June 2007- June 2008.

Open Society Institute and John Jay College of Criminal Justice. “The Impact of Mass
Incarceration on Urban Communities in Ohio”. Principal Investigator: Lauren Krivo. Co-
Principal Investigators: john a. powell, Ruth Peterson, Paul Bellair and Kecia R. Johnson
($39,878). October 2003-June 2004.

National Science Foundation Postdoctoral Research Fellowship. “The Consequences of
Incarceration on Individuals and Communities.” Principal Investigator: Kecia R. Johnson.
($100,000). March 2003-March 2005. Criminal Justice Research Center, The Ohio State
University.

UNFUNDED GRANT PROPOSALS

Special Research Initiative Mississippi Agricultural and Forestry Experiment Station (MAFES).
Mississippi State University. “Mississippi Food Insecurity Project: Understanding Barriers to
Food Security in Mississippi.” Principal Investigator: Brittney D. Oliver. Co-Principal
Investigators: Leslie Hossfeld, Kecia R. Johnson and Kenya McKinley. Submitted 10/30/15
($49,751). Not funded.

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program Food Insecurity Nutrition Incentive (FINI).
“Mississippi Start Fresh: Increasing the Consumption of Fruits and Vegetables by SNAP
Participants through Retail Incentives and Nutrition Education.” Principal Investigator:
Leslie Hossfeld. Co-Principal Investigators: Kecia R. Johnson, Margaret Ralston and
National Strategic Planning and Analysis Center (Nsparc). Submitted 12/15/15. ($426,261).
Not funded.

Johnson 5



October 2024

University of Kentucky Center for Poverty Research. “Food Insecurity among Pregnant
Women in the United States.” Principal Investigator: Leslie Hossfeld. Co-Principal
Investigators: Dustin Brown and Kecia R. Johnson. Submitted 03/03/16. ($75,000). Not
Funded.

United States Department of Agriculture. National Institute of Food and Agriculture. Food
and Agriculture Service-Learning Program. “Cultivating Community through Farm to School
Relationships (CCFSR) in Rural Mississippi” Principal Investigator: Carley Morrison, CO-
PlIs: Kenya Cistrunk, Kecia R. Johnson, David May, and Diego Thompson. Submitted:
01/31/22. Revised 04/21/22. $224, 681. Not Funded.

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Undergraduate Courses — Mississippi State University

White Collar Crime

Crime and Justice in America Policing and Society

Gender, Crime and Justice Deviant Behavior

Correctional Systems Introduction to Gender Studies
Race, Crime and Justice Senior Seminar in Criminology

Criminological Theory (writing intensive) Correctional Systems
Graduate Seminars- Mississippi State University

Race, Crime and Justice, Social Stratification

GRADUATE STUDENT COMMITTEES

Dissertation Committees -Mississippi State University

2015 Member, Jeannice Louine (Completed 2018)
2016 Co-Chair, Laura Jean Kerr (Completed 2003)
2016 Member, Kristen Stives (Completed 2018)
2016 Member, Makeela Wells (Completed 2017)
2018 Member, Ismail Yigit (Completed 2019)

Thesis Committees- Mississippi State University
2016 Chair, Lindsey Shaw (In Progress)
2016 Member, Morgan Colley (Completed 2017)

2018 Chair, Erin King (Completed 2019)
2022 Member, Gbenga Elfusian (Completed 2024)
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INVITED TALKS, PAPERS AND PRESENTATIONS
2020 Invited Paper

Eicher-Miller, Heather, David Himmelgreen, Diane Castellanos and Kecia R. Johnson.
2021. 18 million US children are at risk of hunger: How is the problem being addressed
and what more can be done. The Conversation US. Retrieved January 15, 2021.
(http://bit.ly/3shlL.zcY)

2019 Invited Talk
Johnson, Kecia R. “Collateral Consequences: Examining the Impact of Incarceration

on Food Insecurity.” The Mississippi Delta Project, Delta Celebration Lunch Talk.
Harvard Law School, Cambridge, MA (November).

Johnson, Kecia R., Dylan B. Jackson and Alexander Testa. “Paternal Incarceration
and Household Food Insecurity: The Moderating Role of Race and Nutrition
Assistance.” American Society of Criminology, San Francisco, CA: (November)

Johnson, Kecia R., John J. Green, and Lynn Woo. “The Delta Directions Consortium
and Delta Scholars Program: Collaboration to Engage Undergraduates in Policy and
Social Justice.” Alabama-Mississippi Sociological Association, Starkville, MS
(February).

2018 Thompson, Diego, Kecia R. Johnson, Kenya Cistrunk, Gina Rico Mendez, and Leslie
Hossfeld. “The Oktibbeha Food Policy: Assembling Community Stakeholders and
Initiatives to create Resilient and Inclusive Food Systems in Mississippi.” Mid-South
Sociological Society Association, Birmingham, AL (October).

2018 Loscocco, Karyn and Kecia R. Johnson. “Controlling Advice? Analysis of Relationship
Advice aimed at African American women.” American Sociological Association,
Philadelphia, PA (August).

2017 Jackson, Dylan B., Jamie Newsome, Michael G. Vaughn, and Kecia R. Johnson.
“Considering the Role of Food Insecurity in Low Self-Control, Child Misconduct, and
Early Delinquency.” American Society of Criminology, Philadelphia, PA (November).

May, David C., Rachel Giardina, Amanda Cook, Stacy Haynes and Kecia R. Johnson.
“The Relationship Between “Soldiering On” and Prison Experiences: Do Veteran
Inmates Find Prison Less Punitive than Non-Veterans?”” Southern Criminal Justice
Association, New Orleans, LA (September).

2016 Johnson, Kecia R. and David C. May. “Desistance from Crime during Reintegration: An

Examination of Female Inmate Reentry.” Southern Criminal Justice Association,
Savannah, GA (September).
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Leslie Hossfeld and Kecia R. Johnson. “SSS Persistent Poverty in the South Initiative:
The Mississippi Food Insecurity Project (MFIP).” Southern Sociological Society, Atlanta,
GA (April).

Laura Jean Kerr, Maria Trinh, Leslie Hossfeld and Kecia R. Johnson. “Food Insecurity
in the College Population.” Alabama-Mississippi Sociological Association, Jackson, MS
(February).

David C. May and Kecia R. Johnson. “The Impact of Parenting on an Inmate’s
Perceptions of the Punitiveness of Prison.” Southern Criminal Justice Association,
Charleston, SC (September).

Johnson, Kecia R. and Kristin Lloyd. “Love, Betrayal and Violence: An Examination of
Domestic Violence in Country Music.” American Society of Criminology, San Francisco,
CA (November).

Johnson, Kecia R. and Karyn Loscocco. “Black Marriage through the Prism of Gender,
Race and Class.” Sociologists for Women in Society Winter Meetings, Nashville, TN
(February).

Johnson, Kecia R. “Killing Us Softly: Violent Images of African American Women and
Latinas in Magazine Advertisements.” American Society of Criminology, Atlanta, GA
(November).

Johnson, Kecia R. “Moving Beyond Black and White: The Impact of the Incarceration-
Earnings Relationship among Latinos.” American Society of Criminology, Chicago, IL
(November).

Heimer, Karen, Kecia R. Johnson, Joseph B. Lang, Andres Rengifo, and Don Stemen.
“Race and Women's Imprisonment: Poverty, African American Presence, and Social
Welfare.” American Sociological Association, Las Vegas, NV (August).

Sutton, G. Molly and Kecia R. Johnson. “The Impact of Electing a Black Mayor on
Interracial Homicide: The Case of Marion Barry.” American Society of Criminology,
Philadelphia, PA (November).

Rengifo, Andres, Karen Heimer, Joseph Lang, Donald Stemen, Kecia R. Johnson and
Ethan Amidon. “The Determinants of Male Incarceration Rates by Race over Time and
across States.” Racial Democracy, Crime and Justice Network Summer Workshop.
Criminal Justice Research Center, The Ohio State University, Columbus, OH (July).

Johnson, Kecia R., Karen Heimer, Joseph Lang, Andres Rengifo and Donald

Stemen. “Race and Trends in Women’s Imprisonment: Welfare, Drug Penalties, and
Economic Hardship.” American Society of Criminology, St. Louis, MO (November).
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Johnson, Kecia R. and Jacqueline Johnson. “Black Concentration, Mass
Incarceration and Wage Inequality among Men.” Crime and Justice Summer
Research Institute: Broadening Perspectives and Participation. Criminal Justice
Research Center, The Ohio State University, Columbus, OH (July).

2007  Johnson, Kecia R. and Jacqueline Johnson. Racial Disadvantage and Incarceration:
Sources of Wage Inequality among African American, Latino, and White Men.”
Association of Black Sociologists, New York, NY (August).

2006  Johnson, Kecia R. and Jacqueline Johnson. “Penalties Compounded for African
American Men: Incarceration, Earnings and Racial Inequality in Labor Markets.”
American Sociological Association, Montreal, Quebec, Canada (August).

Johnson, Kecia R. and Jacqueline Johnson. “The Pool Blackens and the Wage Gap
Widens: Racial Inequality in Earnings among Ex-offenders.” Eastern Sociological
Society, Boston, MA (February).

2004 Johnson, Kecia R. “Metropolitan Context, Incarceration and Racial Inequality in
Earnings.” American Society of Criminology, Nashville, TN. (November).

Johnson, Kecia R., Paula Arriagada, Lauren Krivo and Ruth Peterson. “The Impact of
Mass Incarceration on Crime in Columbus, OH.” Ohio Criminal Justice Research
Conference, Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Corrections, Columbus, OH. (April).

2003  Johnson, Kecia R. “Prison and Race: The Impact of Incarceration on Human Capital
Accumulation and Wages Across the Career.” American Society of Criminology,
Denver, CO. (November).

2001  Johnson, Kecia R. and Donald Tomaskovic-Devey. “Crime Doesn’t Pay: The
Effects of Incarceration on Earnings.” American Sociological Association, Anaheim,
CA. (August).

1999  Johnson, Kecia R. “Have You Ever Been Convicted of a Crime? The Effect of a
Criminal Record on Potential Earnings.” Southern Sociological Society, Nashville,
TN. (April).

1997  Johnson, Kecia R. and Marino A. Bruce. “Double Jeopardy: The Influence of Race
in the Correctional Justice System.” American Sociological Association, Toronto,

Canada, (August).

1997  Johnson, Kecia R. “Race and Discretionary Decision-Making in the Correctional
Justice System.” Southern Sociological Society, New Orleans, LA. (April).
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Reviewer for Refereed Scholarly Publications

American Journal of Sociology Social Science Research Sociological Forum
Social Problems The Sociological Quarterly Public Health Nutrition
Women and Crime

Journal of Quantitative Criminology

Referee for Grant Agencies

2017 National Science Foundation, Sociology Program, Panel Reviewer
2016- National Science Foundation, Sociology Program Ad Hoc Reviewer
2007-09 Ford Foundation Pre-Doctoral Diversity Fellowship, Sociology Review Panel

Service to Professional Associations

2020-23 Editorial Boards, Feminist Criminology and Gender & Society

2019-23 Member, Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Taskforce, Southern Sociological Society

2018-21 Member, Executive Committee, Southern Sociological Society

2018-20 Member, Committee on Professional Ethics (COPE), American Sociological
Association

2018-19 Member, Program Committee, Southern Sociological Society

2018-19 Member, Nominations Committee, Mid-South Sociological Association

2018 Member, Program Committee, Mid-South Sociological Association

2018 Member, Ruth D. Peterson Fellowship for Racial and Ethnic Diversity Award
Committee, American Society of Criminology

2017 Co-organizer, American Sociological Association, Crime, Law and Deviance
Refereed Roundtable Sessions

2013-16 Nominations Committee, Southern Sociological Society

2014-15 Program Committee, Southern Sociological Society

2013 Minority Affairs Committee, American Society of Criminology

2012-14 Membership Committee, Sociologists for Women in Society

2011-14 Chair, Mission Statement Subcommittee, Strategic Planning Taskforce,

Sociologists for Women in Society
Member, Strategic Planning Taskforce, Sociologists for Women in Society

2011-12 Membership Committee, American Society of Criminology

2008-09 Herbert Bloch Award Committee, American Society of Criminology
2007-09 Nominations Committee, Sociologists for Women in Society

2006 Local Arrangements Committee, Sociologists for Women in Society
2005-06 Publications Committee, Association of Black Sociologists

2005-07 Feminist Lectureship Award Committee, Sociologists for Women in Society
2001-03 Member-at-Large, Association of Black Sociologists, Executive Committee
1999-00 Chairperson, Vision Committee, Sociologists for Women in Society-South

Johnson 10



October 2024

University Service- Mississippi State University

2018- present Faculty Advisor, Delta Scholars Program-Shackouls Honor College & Social
Science Research Center (SSRC) and University of Mississippi Center for
Population Studies

2015-2018  President’s Commission on the Status of Minorities, Gender Studies Rep.

2016 (PCSM) Program Committee- MSU Diversity Conference

Departmental Service- Mississippi State University

2021- Loftin Support Committee, Chair

2020- Chair, Preliminary Exam Review Working Group-Graduate Policies and
Curriculum Committee

2019-21 Loftin Support Committee, Member

2019-20 Rural Sociology Preliminary Examination Committee

2019-20 Sociology/African American Studies Search Committee

2017-18 Criminology Search Committee

2016-present Graduate Policies and Curriculum Committee

2015-19 Graduate Admissions and Support Committee

2015-19 Criminology-Preliminary Examination Committee

2017 Graduate Student Paper Competition Judge, Gender Studies

Community Engagement/Community Service
2017- Member, Oktibbeha County Food Policy Council

2018-present Faculty Mentor, Holmes County Consolidated School District Backpack Feeding
Program, Mayukh Datta, Student Director, Delta Scholars Program, 2018 Cohort

2019-present Faculty Mentor, Feeding the Future Mississippi Program Braeden Foldenauer,
Fundraising and Development Officer, Delta Scholars Program, 2019 Cohort

2022-present Faculty Mentor, Domestic Violence in the Mississippi Delta Program, Anna Dean
Delta Scholars Program, 2022 Cohort

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

American Society of Criminology
Association of Black Sociologists
Southern Sociological Society
Sociologists for Women in Society
Sociologists for Women in Society-South
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